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Chair Tokuda, Vice-Chair Kidani, and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Governor’s Message No. 651, nominating M.
Namakaokalani Rawlins to the Early Learning Advisory Board. The Executive Office on Early
Learning supports her nomination.

Ms. Rawlins is a graduate of the University of Hawaii at Hilo with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Hawaiian Studies, and is currently pursuing her Master of Arts Degree in Hawaiian Language
and Literature at the University of Hawaii at Hilo. As a strong advocate and teacher of Hawaiian
language, she has presented at numerous conferences nationally and abroad since 1987 to the
present, traveling across the nation and also speaking in Canada and New Zealand to address
the issues indigenous cultures encounter in perpetuating their native tongue and insuring
standards are maintained in the classroom. As one of the founders and past Director of Aha
Punana Leo, she has been an integral part of the Hawaiian immersion movement, and in her
present position as the Aha Punana Leo Director of Strategic Partnerships & Collaborations,
continues to manage and advocate for the program.

Ms. Rawlins is being recommended to serve on the Early Learning Advisory Board as its
representative of Hawaiian medium early learning providers. Her knowledge in the Hawaiian
language medium and Hawaiian culture brings an essential element to the Board necessary to
guarantee the inclusion of the Hawaiian language and culture within the early learning system.
Her insight and knowledge will make her an invaluable asset to the Board.
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