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Chair Ige, Vice-Chair Kidani, and Members of the Committee:

Good morning. | am GG Weisenfeld, Director of the Executive Office on Early Learning (EOEL).
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on House Bill 1700, House Draft 1.

This testimony is specific to the budget for early learning in the Office of the Governor
(GOV100).

EOEL requests your support for the funding requests included in the Executive Supplemental
Budget that were submitted to the 2014 Legislature for early learning.

We ask for your consideration in regards to the following H.D. 1 adjustments:

Seq. 101-001
Denies request for positions and funds for the Executive Office on Early Learning.

Without the positions requested, EOEL will be substantially limited in its ability to:
e Collect and analyze the data needed to ensure accountability, evaluate for outcomes,
and inform policymaking;
e Implement, monitor, and support the DOE prekindergarten classrooms or contracts with
family-child interaction learning programs; and
e More effectively manage fiscal operations.
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Without funds for meeting costs, EOEL will have limited ability to bring neighbor island
representatives to monthly Early Learning Advisory Board meetings, which is critical for the
federal funding requirement.

Seq. 102-001
Denies request for funds for family and child interactive learning programs and Department of

Education prekindergarten classes / School Readiness Program. However, $3,000,000 for the
DOE prekindergarten classes has been included in EDN300 Seq. 1000-001.

The objective of the original request for programmatic funds is to increase the number of four-
year-olds who will have the opportunity for a prekindergarten experience. The requests are to
expand the mixed-delivery system — through family-child interaction learning programs and
prekindergarten classrooms on some DOE campuses — so that in the coming school year, we
can reach more four-year-olds beyond the 1,200 that can be reached by the Preschool Open
Doors program funded last year. There are about 17,000 four-year-olds in Hawaii in any given
year.

Less funding means fewer children served.

We respectfully request that the funding included in EDN300 for Department of Education
prekindergarten classes be moved to EDN700 which is the program ID specific to the Executive
Office on Early Learning, or to GOV100 as EOEL is currently attached to the Office of the
Governor.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this bill. | am happy to answer any
questions you may have.



