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Chair Tokuda, Vice-Chair Kidani, and Members of the Committee:

Good afternoon. | am GG Weisenfeld, Director of the Executive Office on Early Learning. EOEL
is in support of Senate Bill 2768.

The purpose of this bill is to make kindergarten mandatory for a child who will be at least five
years of age on July 31 of the school year. The bill further requires the Department of
Education, in collaboration with the Executive Office on Early Learning, to develop a statewide
kindergarten readiness process and establish an individualized kindergarten readiness
assessment system.

EOEL supports the provision to make kindergarten mandatory.
Across the nation, most school districts require that a child be five years old before entering
kindergarten or become five in the first month of school. In 2012, 39 states and the District of

Columbia had cutoff dates of September (usually the first day of school) or earlier.

With the adoption of the Common Core State Standards for K-12, it is important that Hawaii’s
children are both developmentally and academically ready for kindergarten.

EOEL also supports the requirement of this bill that EOEL cooperate with the Department of
Education to develop a kindergarten readiness assessment system.
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As EOEL develops a prekindergarten program for four-year-olds, it is important that the School
Readiness and Early Childhood Education programs align with the DOE kindergarten program.

A kindergarten readiness assessment system is an important part of achieving this alighnment.
EOEL recommends that perhaps the uniform statewide “individualized kindergarten readiness
process” be called the “individualized kindergarten readiness tool” and that the “individualized
kindergarten readiness assessment system” be called the “individualized kindergarten
readiness assessment process.”

Please make sure that this bill does not inadvertently re-establish junior kindergarten as it
appears to do in section 2.

EOEL respectfully asks that the committee move this bill forward. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify.



