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May 28, 2014
Aloha,

Our prekindergarten program is taking its first step! Beginning the 2014-2015 school year,
nearly 20 public elementary schools around the state will be offering a prekindergarten
classroom as part of Gov. Neil Abercrombie’s vision to prepare as many four-year-olds as
possible for kindergarten.

Children born on or between Aug. 1, 2009, and July 31, 2010, and eligible for free- and reduced-
price meals may be eligible for the program. Also this year, priority will be given to children
born on or between Aug. 1 and Dec. 31, 2009.

The intent of the new program, developed jointly by our office and DOE, is to ensure that
children will be ready to succeed in kindergarten. The program will:

e Have a developmentally appropriate curriculum for 4-year-olds;

e Focus on child outcomes; and

e Include ongoing professional development for teachers.

Student application packets are available at the respective school offices. The first selection will
take place this Friday. For more information, click on the “DOE-EOEL Prekindergarten
Program” tab at the top of this page or call us at (808) 586-0794.

Sincerely,

GG Weisenfeld, Ed.D.

Director
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